94           NAPOLEON'S CAMPAIGN IN POLAND.

Presently, Claparede, coming up with the 17th Regiment
Light Infantry as advanced guard, drove in the cossack out-
posts, and enabled Lannes to see better what was in front of
him. His position was difficult and dangerous, but he had
the Emperor's clear orders for the capture of the Pultusk
bridge, and he was not the man to hesitate, whatever the
difficulties. It was now about 10 a.m., and he had just
received the Emperor's order.*

As his troops slowly came up, he marshalled them, under
cover of the woods, in two lines, covering, as far as he could,
the whole length of the Eussian position. In first line he
ranged the whole of Suchet's division, less the 40th Eegiment.
In second line was Gazan's division, plus the 40th from
Suchet's. On the right of his first line, he placed Claparede
with the 17th Light Infantry, and Treilhard's Light Cavalry,
in support, opposed to Bagavout's detachment. The centre,
under Wedell, consisted of the 64th Eegiment and one battalion
of the 88th. On the left were the other battalion of the 88th,
the 34th, and Becker's dragoons, the whole led by Suchet in
person. The left wing was covered, more completely than
the centre and the right, by detached woods, and its strength
was thus concealed from Barclay de Tolly, to whom it was
opposed. The few guns which had, so far, arrived were
disposed in front of the centre and the left. Gazan, with the
second line, followed the first at about three hundred paces.
The battalions were mostly deployed and their front covered
by a swarm of skirmishers.

The second line comprised only two regiments of Gazan's
and the 40th. In reserve there were the two battalions of
the 21st regiment (Gazan's division),

The strength of Lannes' corps may be taken at about

* These are the orders referred to in the last note. They inform Lannes that
the enemy's centre is pierced, that one or two regiments may have remained at
Sierock, if so, they will certainly be captured. The marshal is to advance
on Pultusk, to pass the Narew there, and at once to construct a bridge head.
Clearly the Emperor had no thought of any serious resistance to his advance at
Pultusk (cf. despatch quoted in full, Dwrooa, vol xvii., pp. 485-487),